Family and Friends email number 3 – from May 6, 2008

We all enjoyed meeting Frenk at the Airborne Awards earlier this month in Atlanta.
He and Frits Janssen also spent several days visiting with my wife Jean and I and seeing the sights around Atlanta.
We welcome another Dutch member to Family & Friends....
 

AIRBORNE,


 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 4/24/2008 12:33:00 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member Frenk Derks van de Ven of Son, Holland.  Frenk is a Dutch historian and has offered his assistence to anyone looking for information on Airborne activities in Holland.   After spending several days with Frenk in Belgium and Atlanta. I am certain he will be a great asset to Family and Friends.

 

Ellen Peters

Secretary/Treasurer

-------Original Message-------
 

From: rjburns

Date: 4/24/2008 5:18:02 PM

To: ff

Subject: Fwd: TAPS/80th AA

 

Friends & Family: Passing along this notice from Ray Fary.
Bob


-----Original Message-----
From: Ray Fary  
To: 
Sent: Thu, 24 Apr 2008 3:52 pm
Subject: TAPS>

BOb.

     Received the Paraglide this morning, noticed two members of the 80th are 

listed John H Sadler, passed away Dec. 29, 2007.  assigned to Hqs Det with the 

80th ABN AA BN.  Entered service March 1942, Discharged September 1945.  He is 

survived by his wife Almina and two children.

     In June 1999, the 80th with a small group Dedicated a plaque at the Iron 

Mike Statue in LaFiere.  John Sadler was unable to join the tour due to illness.  

John done the next best thing, he sent his son and grandson.  It was a pleasure 

to have the two with us.  The son and grandson were given the honor to unvail 

the Plaque at the ceremonies.

     Reverend Ralph I. Epps 1LT passed away January 3, 2008.  Reverend Epps was 

assigned to the 80th ABN AA BN.  November 1942  at Ft Fisher North Carolina,  

Just prior to the 82nd ABN DIV being sent to Africa, 1LT Epps was transfered out 

of the 82nd  

          What a fine gesture by Joe Schwan in remembering this memorial in 

Werbomont needed the story of this historic WW11 area.

Bob, does joe have any detail plans for this dedication.

Ray         

 ANNOUNCEMENT: THE REUNION COMMITTEE HAS BEEN WORKING VERY HARD ON OUR NEXT 505 RCT/ F&F 505RCT REUNION. 
IT WILL BE HELD IN DAYTON, OHIO AT THE HOPE HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER, WHICH IS NEAR WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB.
THIS INFORMATION WILL BE FORTHCOMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE PANTHER WHICH IS COMING OUT SOON.
MANY THANKS TO DUKE BOSWELL, DON McKEAGE, ELLEN PETERS,BOB MURPHY AND BOB BURNS FOR THEIR HARD WORK ON THESE PLANS.
REMEMBER TO REGISTER EARLY AND MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TO THE HOTEL. SEND REGISTRATIONS TO OUR SEC./TREAS. ELLEN PETERS. IN THE EVENT YOU HAVE TO CANCEL OUT YOUR MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED. WE NEED TO KNOW ASAP HOW MANY MEMBERS PLAN TO ATTEND.
ALL OF THIS INFORMATION WILL BE IN THE PANTHER AS WELL AS THIS LETTER.  DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS REUNION WITH OUR WWII COMRADES AND FRIENDS.
 

AIRBORNE,

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

FF505RCT & 505RCT ASSN REUNION 2008

WHEN: Sept 4-7, 2008 (Thurs-Sun.)

WHERE: Dayton, Ohio

HOTEL: Hope Hotel & Conference Center, Building #823 Area A, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. OH 45433-5000

ROOM RATE: $70 plus tax

REGISTRATION FEE: $85.00 per person. Includes cost of Hospitality Room, Bus Transportation and Tour of Air Force Museum, Memorial Luncheon, Banquet Dinner. 

ROOM RESERVATIONS: Call 937-879-2696. Mention you are part of the “505RCT Reunion” group. To be guaranteed lower rate, you must reserve by Aug 3, 2008. PLEASE, do not wait until the deadline as so much of the planning and success depends on knowing how many people and rooms we need.
AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION: The Hope Hotel does not have a shuttle. The Airport does @ $18 per person. However, we are working with the Dayton 82nd ABN Chapter and a local bus company to see if we can arrange a cheaper alternative. Everyone flying in with arrival times will be notified if group transportation has been arranged for you and the cost. Emails, The Panther, and personal calls will keep you informed of any updates.

ITINERARY: The following is a broad outline as is being presently planned, subject to changes and additional information.

SEPT 4- Check-in, Registration 1200hours. 


   505RCT &FF505RCT BOD Meetings 1600-1800 hours

SEPT 5- Bus Trip to Air Force Museum—0930 hours


   Memorial Luncheon 1230 hours- Officers Club, W-P Air Force Base


   505RCT and FF505 Annual Meeting- 1530- 1800 hours

SEPT 6- BANQUET DINNER—1830 hours

HOSPITALITY ROOM: The Sabre-Phantom Room is a 1400sf room that will be well stocked for your enjoyment. It will be open 1200 hours to 2300 hours on Sept 4 and 0930-2300 hours Sept 5-6. It will be closed during Memorial Luncheon and Banquet Dinner. 

Fill out your registration form as early as possible so we can plan properly for a everyone to have a great time. Also, bring your cameras and audio-visual equipment as we plan to conduct a VETERANS SEMINAR where our WWII heroes from the 505 Combat Team, infantrymen, artillerymen, anti-tankers, engineers and medics will talk about their experiences and impressions. You will want to save these comments for history-sake.
AIRBORNE! 

Bob Burns, VP

FF505RCT ASSN

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Elton Heath

Date: 4/26/2008 1:26:37 PM

To: jim Blankenship

Subject: Fw: Sad news

 

 

Jim, This is from Pol Meunier, Pol & Nicole have many good friends in 505. They are from Beligum. Anyone that has been to  St. Mere Eglide should remember them. They are very  supportive of 82nd and the c 47 club. Their addresses -- rue de limont,34  
                                                                                B--4350 Remicourt     
                                                                                  Beligum

----- Original Message ----- 

From: P&N Meunier

To: Elton

Sent: Saturday, April 26, 2008 9:12 AM

Subject: Sad news

	Dear Elton,

It's with great sadness that I have to tell you Nicole has been a heart attack before yesterday when you receive this e-mail Nicole will be in the operating room she is undergoing an emergency heart bypass surgery ( +/- 6h00 ) her left coronary artery had become  blocked at 90% Now I'm going to the CHU ( University Hospital Center ) I will send you an other e-mail to morrow  when I should have received news after the surgery from the heart specialist sugeron In the meantime I'm keeping my fingers crossed and I pray !

Love 

Pol


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 4/26/2008 5:44:52 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Sad news

 

I spent three days in their lovely home when I was over there for Emile LaCroix's annual "In the Footsteps of the 82nd" march in February.  They are wonderful people and have adopted many graves of American soldiers.  They have many veteran friends and have always opened their home to Americans visiting Belgium.   Frank Bilich spent a week in their home last year when Ray Fary was in the hospital last year.  While I was staying at their home, they showed me several full scrapbooks filled with cards and letters they have received from Americans over the years.

 

Please keep this wonderful, charming, kind, funnny, vivacious and very dear woman in your prayers for a full and speedy recovery from her by pass surgery.

 

Ellen Peters 

Family & Friends 505 RCT < > wrote:

	 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Elton Heath

Date: 4/26/2008 1:26:37 PM

To: jim Blankenship

Subject: Fw: Sad news

 

 

Jim, This is from Pol Meunier, Pol & Nicole have many good friends in 505. They are from Beligum. Anyone that has been to  St. Mere Eglide should remember them. They are very  supportive of 82nd and the c 47 club. Their addresses -- rue de limont,34  
                                                                                B--4350 Remicourt     
                                                                                  Beligum

----- Original Message ----- 

From: P&N Meunier

To: Elton

Sent: Saturday, April 26, 2008 9:12 AM

Subject: Sad news

Dear Elton,

It's with great sadness that I have to tell you Nicole has been a heart attack before yesterday when you receive this e-mail Nicole will be in the operating room she is undergoing an emergency heart bypass surgery ( +/- 6h00 ) her left coronary artery had become  blocked at 90% Now I'm going to the CHU ( University Hospital Center ) I will send you an other e-mail to morrow  when I should have received news after the surgery from the heart specialist sugeron In the meantime I'm keeping my fingers crossed and I pray !

Love 

Pol




POL  >>>>>>>>>> Everyone with Family & Friends is encouraged at the good news of Nicole's recovery from her bypass surgery. Please let her know we have you both in our prayers,
[image: image1]
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Elton Heath

Date: 4/27/2008 8:17:12 PM

To: jim Blankenship

Subject: Fw: Nicole's heart surgery

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: P&N Meunier

To: Elton

Sent: Sunday, April 27, 2008 2:03 PM

Subject: Nicole's heart surgery

	    

 

Sunday 27 th

Dear friend Elton  thank you your message of encouragement ant to pray for Nicole I just come back from the hospital I saw the heart specialist surgeron he told me that the surgery had been a success without complication now Nicole is staying in the intensive care unit I have been allowed to see her ten minutes in the end of the afternoon and I told a few with her the nurse told me that the development of her health was running its of course and every was fine to morrow it's possible that she will go out the intensive care unit I keep in touch with you to morrow in the evening

Love

Pol 


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Joseph Schwan

Date: 4/28/2008 1:07:26 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: RE: Nicole's heart surgery

 

POL AND NICOLE ARE VERY DEAR COMPATRIOTS OF THE AIRBORNE!!!!  MY PRAYERS HAVE BEEN WITH YOU NICOLE, GET WELL, GOD WILL SEE TO IT, HE WILL ANSWER ALL OUR PRAYERS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  JOSEPH SCHWAN


From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [
Sent: Sun 4/27/2008 9:10 PM
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership
Subject: Nicole's heart surgery
	 

 

POL>>>>>>>>>> Everyone with Family & Friends is encouraged at the good news of Nicole's recovery from her bypass surgery. Please let her know we have you both in our prayers,
[image: image2]
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Elton Heath

Date: 4/27/2008 8:17:12 PM

To: jim blankenship

Subject: Fw: Nicole's heart surgery

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: P&N Meunier

To: Elton

Sent: Sunday, April 27, 2008 2:03 PM

Subject: Nicole's heart surgery

    

 

Sunday 27 th

Dear friend Elton  thank you your message of encouragement ant to pray for Nicole I just come back from the hospital I saw the heart specialist surgeron he told me that the surgery had been a success without complication now Nicole is staying in the intensive care unit I have been allowed to see her ten minutes in the end of the afternoon and I told a few with her the nurse told me that the development of her health was running its of course and every was fine to morrow it's possible that she will go out the intensive care unit I keep in touch with you to morrow in the evening

Love

Pol 




Good News................
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 4/28/2008 4:22:22 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Nicole's heart surgery

 

Jim and all friends,
Some good news about Nicole Meunier by pass surgery
I have at last some news from Pol this evening. It's good news as Nicole left today the intensive care ward to move down in a normal cardio room. It was a very severe alert as Nicole was in fact entering the hospital for a simple visit but the doctor discovered it was very serious and urgent to make a surgery immediatly. She had a three by pass surgery. 
Hoping she will recover quickly and that his health will improve from day to day.
Emile Lacroix
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sent: Monday, April 28, 2008 6:09 AM

Subject: Nicole's heart surgery

	 

 

POL  >>>>>>>>>> Everyone with Family & Friends is encouraged at the good news of Nicole's recovery from her bypass surgery. Please let her know we have you both in our prayers,
[image: image3]
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Elton Heath

Date: 4/27/2008 8:17:12 PM

To: jim Blankenship

Subject: Fw: Nicole's heart surgery

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: P&N Meunier

To: Elton

Sent: Sunday, April 27, 2008 2:03 PM

Subject: Nicole's heart surgery

    

 

Sunday 27 th

Dear friend Elton  thank you your message of encouragement ant to pray for Nicole I just come back from the hospital I saw the heart specialist surgeron he told me that the surgery had been a success without complication now Nicole is staying in the intensive care unit I have been allowed to see her ten minutes in the end of the afternoon and I told a few with her the nurse told me that the development of her health was running its of course and every was fine to morrow it's possible that she will go out the intensive care unit I keep in touch with you to morrow in the evening

Love

Pol 

 




 

By the way, I am still working on Bill Ekman "story"--at 240 pages and I am only at Normandy.  This thing is bigger than I ever imagined.  Lots of troopers involved in my story.  You guys were amazing....Unlike most authors, I can see the wide swath you cut from the perspective on my own career of 30 years of service, including duty in the 82 as a Lt  and  Lt Col (2/504), and a company commander in 173d Abn Bde in Vietnam, in SF in VN, and as  a former brigade (regimental) commander for two years.  I tried to patten my actions on yours.  Many others in the follow on years to WWII did the same.  I stand in respect of you

 

I know I can't full paint the picture  of what you (and your comrades of WWII) accomplished during your trailblazing days in the '40's, bur I will do my best.  I know your grand sons and daughters demonstrate daily in the War on Terror the same skills, loyalty, tenacity, that is directly traceable to you gentlemen of  the 505 and 82d. Though your ranks are thinning,  I know I speak of all the F&F when I say we will always hold you all in our memories and in honor, and will pass on to your progeny the heritage you gave to us.  You led the way.   

 

I will continue to work on the "tome" with these thoughts in mind.  Bill's story is your story.  I am trying  to get it done this summer in draft.  When I do, I would be proud if you could look at it with a view to correct any inaccuracies, or any comments or "vignettes" that it evokes for possible inclusion for the final draft.  

 

Airborne regards,

 

Mike Ekman

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 4/29/2008 4:34:05 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Happy Birthday

 

Please join me in wishing Family and Friends member, Philippe Chateau, a very Happy Birthday.

 

Ellen Peters

From:

"Family & Friends 505 RCT" < >

To:

"Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <

Subject:

Ardennes Visit to USA 1986Photos

Date:

Sunday, May 04, 2008 7:04:42 AM

	 

 


Photo to view   
Bob Murphy

Please note: forwarded message attached

Bob,
Here is a picture of my first meeting with 82nd Airborne members. 
I was welcoming them at the La Gleize museum in 1974.
It was a group led by Don Lassen.
I am at the far left on the hull of the King Tiger. Next to me is Jesse Crews who was the first veteran I corresponded with.
Standing on the left with a cow Boy hat is your friend Chuck Copping with which I talked much that day.
Philippe Jutras is standing in the center of the group.
OB Hill was there too just below Jesse Crews. And many others I met again after.
Emile


	


Photo is in this same web directory – John Sparry

Friends   Take a look at photo from Emile, 1986.

Bob Murphy

Please note: forwarded message attached

Bob, 
I had forgotten the name of the Colonel who pined his full bird ranks on my jacket  and needed to see the picture to have his name before to send you my Email. But I clicked to early to send you the mail.
The Colonel was Col. Arnold, commanding the 325.
During that reunion I also was personally presented to Gen. John W. Foss commanding the 82nd Airborne in 1986.
Emile
Photo is in this same web directory – John Sparry

Thanks Ray...........Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ray Grossman

Date: 5/5/2008 12:12:55 PM

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Dennis O'Laughlin

 

     Dennis 89, passed away on May l. He was a 4-Star mortarman, & pathfinder with Easy Co., 505, He authored the book "FIERCE iNDIVIDUALISTS"     
     Dennis is survived by a neice  Darlene Vohnoutka
     Airborne    Ray Grossman
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Joseph Schwan
Date: 5/5/2008 2:21:01 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT
Subject: RE: TAPS ***** Dennis O'Laughlin E Company

 

AGAIN, SAD NEWS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  WE ARE SLOWLY GOING TO THE GREAT BEYOND----OUR SINCEREST CONDOLENCES TO HIS FAMILY---JOSEPH  P SCHWAN



From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [
Sent: Sunday, May 04, 2008 6:40 PM
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership
Subject: TAPS ***** Dennis O'Laughlin E Company
	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 5/4/2008 8:32:36 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Dennis O'Laughlin

 

I have been informed by Otis Sampson that Dennis O'Laughlin passed away on May 1.   While retrieving a bucket of water, he fell on his face and broke a bone in his neck.  A friend found him and managed to get him back to his cabin and eventually to the hospital where they put a neck brace on him.  While in the hospital, he came down with pneumonia and died.   Otis has many fond memories of Dennie.  They served in E Co. together.

 

Ellen Peters


That's a great story. Thanks Steve for your fond memories of Dennis O'Loughlin. May he rest in peace.
AIRBORNE,
[image: image4]
 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 5/7/2008 10:26:17 PM

To: ff505

Subject: Dennis O'Loughlin Tribute

 

Friends:
 
I could not let the passing of Dennis O’Loughlin  go without a tribute to a very remarkable individual.  A few years ago I visited Dennis at his place in Elk Creek, Montana and spent one of the most interesting afternoons that I have ever had.  You see Dennis had a nickname in the area and was known to the locals as Two Gun Denny, I’ve enclosed a picture and you can readily see why he had the handle of Two Gun.
 
After WW2 Denny cared for an ailing aunt until her death he then made a claim on some land near the summit of a mountain where he eked out a living panning for gold and doing odd jobs.  Dennis built a cabin there, without running water, electric, or indoor facilities and lived there through many very cold winters, he cut his own wood and made do with very little help.  His contact with the outside world was limited to a radio he had hooked up to an antique generator that he would run for about 10 minutes a day while he listened to Paul Harvey.   His best friend, Otis Sampson would drive up from his home in California and together they would raise a little hell, search for gold and help each other over the rough times.  You see Dennis most likely saved Otis’ life when “E” Company was handed a job to assault the Germans holding the Nijmegen Bridge.  The Company caught hell and several were killed and wounded on that day in September 1944.  One of those KIA was Camille Gagne who was profiled in Tom Brokaws first book “The Greatest Generation”. (Camille was the father of Bob Gagne who was a high school classmate of mine and lives very near me yet today).  The company was under intense artillery fire and was about a block and half away from the entrance to the bridge when a sustained barrage came down on the men of “E” company.  Several were killed and wounded one of the wounded was Otis Sampson who sustained serious injuries that ended the war for him.  Dennis was injured but managed to get back to an aid station and liberated a jeep to get back to his platoon and started hauling out the wounded –I have enclosed a picture of Dennis driving that jeep and the wounded man is Otis.  The incredible picture was in James Gavin’s book “On To Berlin”.
 
Dennis kept a diary during the war and in the 50’s compiled his diary into a chronological manuscript and with the help of some relatives in Minnesota had it published in 2004 with the title “Fierce Individulists”.  His account of the assault on the bridge at Nijmegen is absolutely bone chilling.   Dennis wrote frequently and I’m sure the family will find a treasure trove of papers that will serve to show what a real individualist is, there are few like him.  
 
I had the chance to visit with Otis at his home twice this past winter and he spent a good deal of time speaking of his best friend---Dennis O’Loughlin.
 
Rest in Peace Dennis
 
 Steve Anderson
Hugo, MN.
 
P.S.  I have a lot of notes about Dennis and will compile them over the summer then post them for all to read.  He truly was a very, very unique man.
	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 5/8/2008 4:33:36 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fwd: New DeGlopper Memorial

 

Jim,

 

A British friend who lives in St. Mere Eglise sent me a photo of the new DeGlopper memorial that was put up last Monday.  I thought I would share it with Family and Friends.

 

Ellen

Note: forwarded message attached.

 

	





	

	Attached Message
	



	From:
	
	Dav 

	To:
	
	ee

	Subject:
	
	(sans sujet)

	Date:
	
	Thu, 08 May 2008 10:08:44 -0700


HI ELLEN
 
YOU WILL BE THE FIRST AMERICAN TO SEE THIS AS IT WAS ONLY PUT UP ON MONDAY.
 
WHETHER IT IS IN THE RIGHT POSITION IS UP FOR DEBATE
 
 
LOVE TO YOU
 
DAVE SHARRON ET SAM
Here is the form for this years 505RCT/Family & Friends Reunion in Dayton. Be sure to get your registration in early.
 

AIRBORNE,

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

REGISTRATION FORM

2008  REUNION

505 RCT ASSOCIATION

(And Family & Friends of the 505 RCT Association)

September 4-7, 2008

Dayton, OH

Registration Fee:
$85.00 per Person 

Checks only, payable to 505 RCT Association Reunion Fund, mailed with Registration Form, to Ellen …

Name (s):

______________________________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________

Telephone: 

______________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:


  _____________________________________________________________

Unit/Affiliation:
_______________________________________________________________




_______________________________________________________________

No. of Attendees:
_________   

Arrival Date:

______________________   Departure Date:  ________________________

If flying into Dayton International Airport (DAY), flight information (arrival and departure): ________________________________________________________________________________ Special Need (handicap accessibility, wheelchair, etc.): ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact:  _________________________________________________________________

Hotel: Hope Hotel and Conference Center – 937-879-2696.  Be sure and tell them you are part of the “505 RCT Reunion Group”.  To received discounted rate, you must reserve your room by August 3, 2008.

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: David P. Medick

Date: 5/11/2008 10:43:15 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: RE: Margraten Cemetery.

 

Frits:
I thank you for my Dad Paul Medich and our whole family for your dedication to their memory. I am planning a trip to wakl in my Dad's foot steps from England to Normandy to Njmagin and the Buldge. Mayeb we will meet someday? Again, thank you sir!
David




Date: Sun, 11 May 2008 22:30:38 -0400
From: 
To: 
Subject: Margraten Cemetery.



	 

Thank you Frits for your remembrance to our fallen heroes.
We enjoyed our trip with you there in 2005.
 

AIRBORNE,

[image: image6]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Frits Janssen

Date: 5/11/2008 12:32:53 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Margraten Cemetery.

 

 

 

I am goint to Margraten Cemetery this memorial day and pay my honor to all the US soldiers who are buried there and gave there lives for our freedom.
 

If there is anything I can do at Margraten for one of you, just let me know.
 

Frits Janssen
Mook, The Netherlands


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Claude Timmermans

Date: 5/12/2008 1:31:35 PM

To: 

Subject: the memorial day

 

hello all, here is a copy of the invitation I received for the 2008 AMERICAN ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL DAY 
I'd send you photos of the day if you like
Timmermans claude
(Image is in same directory – john sparry)

Thank you Jean-Marie and I look forward to meeting you again in Sainte Mere Eglise.
 

AIRBORNE,

[image: image7]
 Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Jean-Marie Lemoigne

Date: 5/10/2008 1:43:10 PM

To: 

Subject: D-DAY at Sainte Mère Eglise

 

Dear Mister Blankenship.

 

I'm Jean-Marie Lemoigne, my friend Katie Troccoli from Ottawa Ilinois inscribed me at Family and Frineds.

I'm proud to be a new menber of your chapter.

I'm a citizen ( 42 ) of Sainte Mère Eglise ( SME) and each year for me and my family it's always a pleasure to see into SME the first American jacket on the famous place.

 

I'm in touch for 3 years with Katie because I'm looking about Dco 505 PIR for approx 5 years now, my goal is to put a face on a name and an history for the braves who fought for us for freedom and peace.

It's not easy to learn about them because many of them passed away and it's diificult to contact their relatives but I get by and Ithink I'm still doing a good job for them.

I saw you many times at SME and Ihope this year I can met you and shake you hand and with not have a good beer with you at the famous Stop Bar...

 

 

Sincerily yours.

 

Jean-Marie Lemoigne.

 

2 bis chemin de Vaulaville 50480 Sainte Mère Eglise.

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 5/13/2008 11:29:14 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member Jean-Marie Lemoigne of St. Mère Eglise.  Jean-Marie is a good friend of member Katie Troccoli.  Katie informs me that Jean-Marie was with Leonard Skolek when he earned his Bronze Star for his activities on D-Day.  I'm sure we would all love to hear the story.

 

Ellen Peters - Secretary/Treasurer

John........ William A. Clark was in Service Company 505PIR.
Unfortunately most of the men who might have known him have since passed away.
I will see what I am able to find out from veterans still living.
Ask his daughter to go through and old papers he might have kept and look
for his DD 214 (discharge papers) or any thing else he might have kept.
 

GO#16/44      SVC  Company     Clark, William A      ASN 15338297      CIB-Sicily              
[image: image8]
 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/8/2008 4:15:00 PM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

 

Paratrooper Clark's family would like some information about him relating to his time the service. Please read below...

 

Thanks,

John Sparry

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

Date: Mon, 18 Feb 2008 14:50:57 +0000

 

> Bill passed away last week - his funeral is today in Dayton, Ohio.  I am

> searching for information of him during his service for the 82nd Airborne

> for his daughter, Priscilla.  I have been her friend since 2nd grade, and

> Bill was like my second father.  Bill was in the 505th Parachute Infantry

> Regiment (PIR) and won a bronze star for heroism for Siciliy.  I would

> like to know his rank, what company he served with, anything else I can

> find out.  Thanks for very much - I know his daughter will cherish the

> information, and so will I.

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 5/14/2008 2:59:34 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

 

Hello Friends and Family,

 

I believe this gentleman is looking for a picture of Edward Haag Jr from Company B, 505. If anyone has one please forward it on.

 

Thank you,

John

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: the heroes haag jr,edward

Date: Sun, 11 May 2008 16:16:16 +0000

> hello i'm french i'm ressearch a picture or other for the heroes haag

> edward jump in france in 1944 and killed in holland in 17september 1944

> for liberty for france

> matricule 18023866 505 th compagnie B

> please help me

> contact me at

> 

> thank you

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 5/15/2008 9:32:28 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fwd: Permanent National Airborne Heritage Day (NAHD 16 August)

 

Jim,

 

I received this from a 508th friend and wanted to share it with F&F.

 

Ellen

From: Ken Hamill

Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2008 9:28 AM

To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;

Subject: Fw: Permanent National Airborne Heritage Day (NAHD 16 August)

To the members of the 508th Airborne Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Division 
Association with E-Mail:
    Our 82nd Airborne Division Association and Fellow Airborne Organizations 
want 16 August to become a permanent National Airborne Heritage Day.  We can 
and should support this effort.  Please become familiar with the attached 
letter written by the National Airborne Heritage Day Chairman.  Then, write, 
e-mail or call your elected officials in the House and Senate.  A list of 
House Armed Services Committee Members names and phone numbers is attached 
for our convenience.  Contact information for the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives can be found on our website Military Links Page, in the 
right column opposite the North Jersey Chapter Link and the North Texas 
Chapter Link.  Airborne!  Hooaaah!
With Airborne Best Regards,    Ken Hamill


----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Manuel E. De Jesus, Executive Director" 
< >Sent: Monday, May 12, 2008 7:05 PM
Subject: Permanent National Airborne Heritage Day (NAHD 16 August)


> Memorandum To: All Our Members and Fellow Airborne Organizations
>
>     Attached is a letter from our NAHD Project Officer, which will be 
> presented to the Board of Directors next week.
>
>    This year's Resolutions from the Senate and House (concurrent one) are 
> asking the President to declare this day on a permanent basis.  It could 
> happen this year.  Therefore I am asking all members receiving this email 
> to immediately contact their representatives in their House and Senate to 
> support and co-sponsor the Resolutions as soon as possible.  Time is of 
> essence this year, a lot is at stake, and we need all the help we can get.
>
>    Remember this year we go for a permanent one; please pick up the phone 
> or email immediately.
>
> Fraternally,
>
>   Manuel E. De Jesus
>
>
>
> PS - Mark please go "worldwide"
> 

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 5/16/2008 2:05:05 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Fw: Re: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

 

Hi Deryk,

Would you mind if I sent Julian (I believe that is his name) your email address, so he could contact you directly regarding trooper Haag's picture?

Thank you,
John Sparry

-------------- Original message -------------- 
From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < > 


-------Original Message-------

From: 
Date: 5/14/2008 4:05:39 PM
To: 
Subject: Re: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

I feel sure I have in a group but I will have to look it out. I will be in Normandy on June 6th this year.
Deryk Wills.

--
Message sent with Supanet E-mail

-----Original Message-----
From:     "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < >
To:       "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" < >
Subject:  FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

>
>
> -------Original Message-------
>
> From: 
> Date: 5/14/2008 2:59:34 AM
> To: Family and Friends 505RCT
> Cc: 
> Subject: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward
> Hello Friends and Family,
>
> I believe this gentleman is looking for a picture of Edward Haag Jr from
> Company B, 505. If anyone has one please forward it on.
>
> Thank you,
> John
>
>
> -------------- Forwarded Message: --------------
> From: fr>
> To: >
> Subject: the heroes haag jr,edward
> Date: Sun, 11 May 2008 16:16:16 +0000
> > hello i'm french i'm ressearch a picture or other for the heroes haag
> > edward jump in france in 1944 and killed in holland in 17september 1944
> > for liberty for france
> > matricule 18023866 505 th compagnie B
> > please help me
> > contact me at
> > 
> > thank you
> >

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 5/16/2008 3:13:38 PM

To: 

Subject: Re: Fw: Re: Fw: Re: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

 

Please go ahead. In the meantine I will look out my photos taken by Stanley Weinberg of B Co.

Deryk.

 

--

Message sent with Supanet E-mail

 

-----Original Message-----

From:     "Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:       "Deryk Wills" <

Cc:       <

Subject:  Fw: Re: Fw: Re: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

 

>

>

> -------Original Message-------

>

> From: 

> Date: 5/16/2008 2:05:05 AM

> To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

> Subject: Re: Fw: Re: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

>

> Hi Deryk,

>

> Would you mind if I sent Julian (I believe that is his name) your email

> address, so he could contact you directly regarding trooper Haag's picture?

>

> Thank you,

> John Sparry

>

> -------------- Original message --------------

> From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" 

>

>

> -------Original Message-------

>

> From: 

> Date: 5/14/2008 4:05:39 PM

> To: 

> Subject: Re: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

>

> I feel sure I have in a group but I will have to look it out. I will be in

> Normandy on June 6th this year.

> Deryk Wills.

>

> --

> Message sent with Supanet E-mail

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" 

> To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" 

> Subject: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

>

> >

> >

> > -------Original Message-------

> >

> > From: 

> > Date: 5/14/2008 2:59:34 AM

> > To: Family and Friends 505RCT

> > Cc: 

> > Subject: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

> > Hello Friends and Family,

> >

> > I believe this gentleman is looking for a picture of Edward Haag Jr from

> > Company B, 505. If anyone has one please forward it on.

> >

> > Thank you,

> > John

> >

> >

> > -------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

> > From: 

> > To: 

> > Subject: the heroes haag jr,edward

> > Date: Sun, 11 May 2008 16:16:16 +0000

> > > hello i'm french i'm ressearch a picture or other for the heroes haag

> > > edward jump in france in 1944 and killed in holland in 17september 1944

> > > for liberty for france

> > > matricule 18023866 505 th compagnie B

> > > please help me

> > > contact me at

> > > 

> > > thank you

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 5/17/2008 2:06:03 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Fw: Re: Fw: Re: FW: the heroes haag jr,edward

 

Hi John,

Please go ahead. I am trouble with my e-mail server who seems to be overloaded. I have rwo images of Haag in my files and my scanner does not seem to be working at the moment. I shall be in Normandy for the anniversary this year. Haag was a very tall man, must have been six foot two inches and he stands out above the rest. Stanley Weinberg took a lot of pictures, his daughter in a member of the F & F group. Maybe she has more.

Regards, Deryk.

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Gene Garren

Date: 5/17/2008 4:38:32 PM

Subject: Fwd: The Dambusters anniversary

 

Hello folks. I hope you will pass on this very interesting email initially from our 508 friend Tony Rogers and forwarded from our 508 Combat Veteran Comrade Darrell Glass. As a boy I remember watching the movie with Richard Todd, and Michael Redgrave. A truly remarkable feat of arms and certainly one of the all time great air missions in history. I have also learned from my British Veteran Friends that the Actor Richard Todd was in real life a WW-II D-Day British Paratrooper. He also played Major John Howard (Commander of the OX and Bucks) in the movie "THE LONGEST DAY". Major Howard was a wonderful friend of mine and I was truly honored to have attended the last 2 Champaign Toasts conducted yearly even now at Pegasus Bridge each morning of June 6. Our British Veteran friends are truly worthy of our praise and gratitude along with all our WW-II veterans. Have a good week. Gene

Begin forwarded message:

From: Darrell Glass <
Date: May 16, 2008 3:03:35 PM EDT
To: Bill Nation <
Subject: Fwd: The Dambusters anniversary


Note: forwarded message attached.

Airborne Darrell 

From: "Tony1suffolk" <
Date: May 16, 2008 1:52:15 PM EDT
To: <Undisclosed-Recipient:;>
Subject: The Dambusters anniversary
Reply-To: "Tony1suffolk" <
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7404052.stm 

From: vivianroger
Date: 4/20/2008 11:00:08 AM

Subject: 2008 D-Day Ceremonies Schedule (updated17 April 2008)

 

Hello Friends!
 

Are you all glad that April 15th is a year away???  Going forward......
 

I hope that you are all in good spirits and thankful for your many blessings.  
 

Attached you will find our latest D-Day activities schedule for this year.  The additions and/or changes are highlighted in yellow.  If you have questions, please feel free to ask me.  Please let me know if you plan to be here, or anyone else that you know who will be here in June.  Thanks in advance for your help.  I will keep in touch!
 

Warm regards, 
Vivian Roger, Secretary
Rodolphe Roger, 1st Vice-President
Association U. S. Normandie

(see image)
From: Emile Lacroix
Date: 5/24/2008 8:25:15 AM

To: FAMILY and FRIENDS 505RCT

Subject: Memorial Day in Belgium

 

A huge crowd (around 1000) participated to the Memorial Day ceremonies at the Neuville-en-Condroz, Belgium,  US Cemetery this morning of May 24.
Our delegation of the 82nd Airborne "All American" Jeep Group and Belgian Chapter C47 Club was present there led by Myself (President) and Pol Meunier (Secretary), presenting as each year a wreath for the fallen 82nd Airborne troopers buried there.
This afternoon the same ceremony will be held at the other US Cemetery in Belgium in Henri-Chapelle. An other delegation led by Pol Meunier and Anne-Marie Lemort will also participate and present an other similar wreath at the name of our Association.
It's with a sincere feeling of gratitude that we are proud to participate to such event at the memory of all those brave men who never came back to their home and family and who are resting in our Belgium soil. We had also a thought for those thousands of families who suffered the lost one of theirs who never retunred.
So much white wooden crosses all over Europe. 
We will never forget them. 
Emile Lacroix

(see 5 images. All start with “memorial-day-belgium”)
Thank You Claude for honoring these veterans and to all of our friends who are participating in these ceremonies. 

Jim
 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Claude Timmermans

Date: 5/25/2008 1:46:02 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Vous avez envoyé 17 image(s)

 

This Saturday a 16 hours took place in Henri - Chapelle the memorial  Day, a crowd very many (1000 to 1500 persons) has participated in the ceremony of souvenir. After opening of the ceremony by JAMES M B BEGG president of AOMDA it there was an air passage of the 52 th USAF combat unit Spangdahlem.After various speeches particular excellence SAM FOX Ambassador of USA of America and various pesonnalités of the region, NATO .... there was the ceremony of the Laying of Wreaths, followed by 3 Volleys "Taps " Raising of the Colors
to complete the ceremony there was a prayer Israelite of the Honorary Consul of the state of Israel and a blessing of the chaplain (MAJOR) MARK JOHNSON. 
the ceremony ended to the sound of the Belgian National Anthem "LA BRABANCONNE and the American National Anthem" THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER " 
It is a real honour for me and my family have participated in the ceremony of remembrance, in memory of the many soldiers who the journey of their lives have sauved our nation to the invader. 
A thought we had moved together throughout the ceremony, we do you will never quite grateful. 
Claude Timmermans 
ps: desolé for my very bad English

(see 6 images that begin with “memorial-day-belgium2”)

From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

"Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <

Subject:

Memorial Day

Date:

Sunday, May 25, 2008 5:12:05 AM

Thank You Claude for honoring these veterans and to all of our friends who are participating in these ceremonies. I remember the Memorial Day ceremonies we attended at Madingley Cemetery, Cambridge, England in May 2006 with our good friends Deryk Wills and his family. Included is a photo of that event and a note sent to me from Bob Murphy in the summer of 2006. The second photo includes Deryk Wills son David and Bill Sullivan's friend Mike Rebich.

Tour 2006

 JIM,     thanks for your good photo of us at Madingley cemetery on May
29th       It was a nice visit to our comrades and a privilege to place
the wreath to honor our comrades in arms who gave their life for our
freedom.
        The wreath ceremony men are left to right , the British Legion
Oadby commander, Bill Sullivan 505, Bob Murphy 505, Dave Bullington 505,
Deryk Wills the 82nd and C47 Representative in U K and Jim Blankenship
our 505RCT Assn. F&Friends President.   We all went on from there to
Normandy for the one week ceremonies in Ste Mere Eglise.    A busy 2
weeks but rewarding.  BOB MURPHY
 
AIRBORNE,
 
Jim Blankenship
Family & Friends 505RCT

(see images DSC_0263.JPG and DSC_0268.JPG)

	From: 

Date: 5/25/2008 8:55:11 AM

To: 

Subject: DSC

 
	
	


Another 82d hero - doing what paratroopers do best - fight and win... 
See you in Ste Mere Eglise on 6 June...  
Earl 


-----Original Message-----
From: Tingle, Earl L Jr COL RET <
To: 
Sent: Sun, 25 May 2008 8:42 am
Subject: DSC

 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540/vp/24778406#24778406
 
Earl Tingle
706.399.0533
 

 

AIRBORNE,

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

"Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <

Subject:

The Absent Legions

Date:

Sunday, May 25, 2008 10:03:53 AM

The Absent Legions

Somewhere, far away, they heard us

When the word of Victory stirred us.

Safe within God’s Holy keeping,

Heard us cheer and saw us weeping;

Shared in all we did or said—

Freedom’s glorious, youngest dead.

Never doubt it, there was gladness

Where the dead are done with madness,

Hate and hurt, and need for dying.

As they saw our banners flying

On our day of joyous pride,

“ ‘Twas for this,” said they,

“We died!”

What if tears our eyes had blinded,

As of them we were reminded?

Never doubt it, they were voicing

Somewhere, songs of great rejoicing;

Glad to look on earth and see

Safe our country, still, and free.

- Edgar A. Guest

-------Original Message-------
 

From: hjyv.renaud

Date: 5/25/2008 2:36:23 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: The Absent Legions

 

This morning we had a beautiful, moving and sunny ceremony at Colleville American cemetary for the Memorial Day.   HJ Renaud
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sent: Sunday, May 25, 2008 7:06 PM

Subject: The Absent Legions

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 5/25/2008 1:01:09 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Dues for fiscal year July 2008 to June 2009

 

Hello Everyone,

 

This is to remind you that dues for the new fiscal year of July, 2008 thru June, 2009 are due July 1.   If you send in more than the $10.00 dues, please indicate if you are making a donation or are paying dues for more than one year.  Honarary members, WWII 505RCT veterans and widows are exempt.

 

Thank you,

Ellen Peters - Secretary/Treasurer

	Subject: Remember Them

 
		

	 

 

 

http://www.mamarocks.com/remember_them.htm


 
[image: image9]
 

AIRBORNE,

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	Subject: Memorial Day

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90824280 
	
	


ï»¿ 
Thank you Tim Gray, for sharing this news article with me.  I will share it with our association, who are also members of "Flowers of the Memory".   We adopted three graves on which we place flowers at least three times each year.  And many of our members have adopted graves individually.
 
Our President Daniel Briard went to Colleville to place the flowers this Memorial Day.  He placed flowers on ten graves.  Rodolphe and I went to the ceremony at St. James Cemetery.  It was a very moving ceremony.  
 
It was there that we met Lt. Col. Kelly Carrigg, Commander of the VFW in Paris, and also the person I have asked to speak at the DeGlopper Honor ceremony.  Last week she visited Grand Island, New York.... The hometown of Charles DeGlopper and informed them of what our Association is doing.  Indeed, she visited George DeGlopper, younger brother of Charles, who still lives in the family home.
 
Kelly also visited Joe Stefano of the 507th PIR who touched down in Graignes June 1944.  Joe was in the hospital at the time.  She made the arrangements and delivered his French Legion of Honor Medal to him there, accompanied by Joe Synakowski (trustee of the VFW 9246 DeGlopper in NY).  Kelly was a bit concerned to wait too long for a formal ceremony.
 
There is so much more to this story.......but I will not bend your ears more at this time.  I just wanted to share a bit of what our Association is doing and the good company that we keep!  I would love to hear about how you honored Memorial Day.
 
Kind regards to you all......Vivian Roger, Secretary, Associaton U. S. Normandie 
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Tim Gray
To: vivianroger
Sent: Tuesday, May 27, 2008 10:55 PM
Subject: Viv-


No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG. 
Version: 7.5.524 / Virus Database: 269.24.1/1466 - Release Date: 25
 

 

AIRBORNE,

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

ff505

	Subject: Last WWl Survivor Age 107 .......this is incredibly interesting!

 
	
	


THE GREAT WARRIOR: Last U.S. WWI veteran has seen, survived much
By Fred Brown (Contact)
Sunday, May 25, 2008 



Frank Woodruff Buckles, age 16, U.S. Regular Army, First Ft. Riley Casual Detachment of 102 men.



Frank Woodruff Buckles, age 16, U.S. Regular Army, First Ft. Riley Casual Detachment of 102 men.



Charles Dharapak / AP Photo
World War I veteran Army Cpl. Frank Woodruff Buckles, 107, from Charles Town, W.Va., meets with President Bush, Thursday, March 6, 2008, in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. 



Joe Howell
Frank Woodruff Buckles, 107 years old, is among the rarest of Americans, the only one known to be still living of the more than 4 million Americans who served in World War I. 
CHARLES TOWN, W.Va.- Frank Woodruff Buckles is stooped and bent from his 107 years, but he is not bowed. His spirit glows with the life he has lived.
First and foremost, according to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Buckles is America's last doughboy.
Of the more than 4 million who served in World War I, called the Great War, he has outlived everyone. His elder, veteran Harry R. Landis, died at 108 in February in Florida.
Buckles is from an era that has almost disappeared into the dust motes of American history.
Woodrow Wilson was president when a teenage Buckles volunteered almost 91 years ago to serve his nation. He has since seen 16 more men enter the White House.
He began making a living long before Social Security. He learned to drive when driver's licenses were not required.
Buckles is a walking historical encyclopedia, with experiences and memories spanning more than a century.
He lives today with his daughter, Susannah Flanagan, on a 330-acre West Virginia cattle farm that's been his home since 1954.
He was honored to serve his country, he says. As for living so long, he says his only thoughts are that it's been nice to see all the changes.
"Longevity has never bothered me at all," he says. "I have studied longevity for years."
Duty calls
The U.S. Marine Corps told 16-year-old Frank Buckles he was too young. The Navy said the Missouri farm boy had flat feet. The Army took him as he was.
"If your country needs you, you should be right there," he says. "That is the way I felt when I was young, and that's the way I feel today."
The United States entered World War I in April 1917. Buckles enlisted in the Army on Aug. 1, 1917. He was sent to Fort Riley, Kan., to train with the 1st Fort Riley Casual Detachment.
At the time, an Army sergeant advised him to join the Ambulance Service if he wanted to see France. Consequently, in December 1917, Buckles shipped out to England with 102 soldiers from Fort Riley. They left Hoboken, N.J., on the RMS Carpathia, the vessel that had rescued survivors of the White Star Line's Titanic on April 15, 1912. While sailing, the young man got firsthand stories of the rescue from Carpathia crew members.
In England, at Camp Hospital No. 35, he drove a Ford ambulance and New Douglas and Excelsior sidecar motorcycles, escorting commanding officers of the area. He got to France by escorting an officer who had been left behind by his unit.
He was then sent to various locations, including the Gironde area, St. Andrew, Saintes Sophie, Cognac, Basens, Bordeaux and San Sulpice, where German prisoners were kept.
Although he was far from combat, he witnessed the ravages of war. Beyond that, however, he says little.
World War I concluded Nov. 11, 1918, when the armistice was signed between the Allies and Germany. Afterward, Buckles was part of an escort company that returned prisoners of war to Germany.
After he came home to Oklahoma City, where his parents had moved just before he signed up for the Army, Buckles was able to meet Gen. John J. "Black Jack" Pershing, who had commanded American forces during the war.
Buckles went to the Skirvin Hotel in 1920 to see the general, who was on a tour of the nation, visiting various cities that produced the doughboys for "The War to End All Wars."
"I gave the general a snappy salute," Buckles says.
He was attending business school at the time. He had pulled out his uniform to wear that day, and Pershing asked the former corporal where he was from.
"I told him I was from Harrison County, Mo. The general said he knew exactly where that was, just 40 miles as the crow flies from where he was born in Laclede, Mo."
The coming conflict
After business school, Buckles went into banking, taking a job in 1921 with the J.P. Morgan firm in New York. Then, his ventures led him to steamships, sailing to exotic ports of the world with the White Star Line, Munson Line and the Grace Line among others.
Of his world travels with the steamship lines - he has a large White Star Line poster on his living room wall - he says it was fun, interesting, and as ship's purser, he had to know the histories and cultures and be able to speak the languages of the nations where the steamship docked.
Today, he continues to speak German, Spanish, which he has spoken since 1923, Portuguese and some French.
From 1936-1938, Buckles' travels took him to pre-war Nazi Germany, where he saw Jesse Owens win the 100-yard dash and three other events, garnering four gold medals against Adolf Hitler's supposedly superior athletes. At the Berlin games, he watched the Fuhrer's reactions in his special box seat as Owens destroyed the German competition.
Buckles spent a good deal of time in German antique shops. He came to know a woman in Hamburg who had "a quite large antique store" where he sipped tea and perused collectibles. She gave him a hint of the Nazi atrocities to come.
"One day, I came in and she was on the telephone. She was quite pale. She told me that I wouldn't believe what was going on. She was being watched. She said she would not be able to invite me for tea again.
"She was a nice Jewish lady," he says.
He left Hamburg Aug. 31, 1938.
Seafaring men, he says, "are different from other people. We have many friends."
Consequently, he says, even though official news of the building war machine in Germany was hard to get, he knew long before World War II began that something was brewing.
German visitors on his steamship would tell him of Hitler's campaign to bolster his political and military might.
"Some of our German passengers on the ship would be crying. The Brits were the same way," says Buckles. They were crying, he says, because they realized a new war was about to break out across Europe, with Hitler at the head of the goose-stepping parade.
Prisoner of war
In 1940, Buckles, then with American President Lines, was posted in Manila. After Japan bombed Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, and then invaded the Philippines, Buckles and about 2,000 other civilians became non-military victims of the war.
He spent more than three years at Japanese POW camps, first at the city's University of Santo Tomas and then at Los Banos, a town on the island of Luzon some 40 miles southeast of Manila at the former University of the Philippines Agricultural School. It had been converted into an internment camp.
How he was able to keep himself from dying of hunger is an entire chapter in his life.
He volunteered to dig ditches for the garbage, he says. Some of it sustained him.
"I was an expert at such things," he says, looking out through a window onto the rolling land of his farm.
"If you are looking to the future, you had to keep in good shape to function at Santo Tomas," he says.
Right from the beginning of his imprisonment, Buckles says he volunteered to lead calisthenics. It, too, helped him survive. So did being tough. When he was a boy, he says, he'd slept on a wood floor "to toughen up for the Army."
During the last months before his liberation, Buckles says, many of the civilian POWs wasted away before his eyes.
"In the Philippines in those last months, it was perfect starvation. They had planned to starve us to death," he says.
He and the other survivors were rescued by the 11th Airborne Division of the U.S. Army on Feb. 23, 1945.
A man at peace
Time has been kind to Cpl. Buckles. He has a nice crop of white hair, his hearing is not that bad, he wears glasses only to read, has all of his teeth, and his memory is as crisp as the mornings on his cattle farm. He continues to read voraciously, and doesn't watch television. He doesn't even own one.
And, yes, he continues to exercise. He still does 50 sit-ups a day and lifts weights three times a week. He walks without the aid of a walker around his historic home, which is on the National Register of Historic Places; a portion of the dwelling was built in the 1700s. His excursions are aided only by handrails that have been installed waist-high along the walls of his home.
"I have exercised all my life," he says, despite the fact that in his youth - say, in his 50s and 60s - he smoked a pipe and cigars.
"And I miss them today," he says with a chuckle.
"Papa never smoked all day," says daughter Susannah Flanagan, who is 52 years old. "No," she says, "Papa was too much of a gentleman to smoke all day. He would enjoy a pipe or cigar after dinner."
Buckles is a widower. His wife, Audrey, whom he met in California in 1946, died in 1999. The couple moved in 1954 to the West Virginian panhandle, to Gap View Farm, where his ancestors - some of whom he says go back to the Mayflower - had put down roots on land Robert Buckles settled in 1732.
Audrey Buckles died the same year he was awarded the French Legion of Honor by French President Jacques Chirac.
Buckles says he feels ancient only "when I try to walk."
His aunt once told him to make himself ready to live a long life. He had to prepare, she said, for the long years ahead, and how age would chip away at the body.
His father's mother lived to be 96, and his father's sister was 104 when she died. He also has cousins who lived past 100 years.
A few years ago, he met regularly with a group of World War I and other veterans and was still farming. Now, he is the only one left from his era in the veterans group.
Although he no longer works, his daughter says he refuses to put "retired" on his income tax form.
"I don't know anyone my age," he says, his eyes glinting in the afternoon sun shining through a window in a room near his bedroom and kitchen.
He is the last of America's doughboys, a title he says he is honored to hold. This past March, President Bush welcomed him to the White House.
And even though he has been afforded the tribute of being buried in Arlington National Cemetery, perhaps our nation's most prestigious resting place, he says he wants to put that off for a while.
There are still changes to see for Frank Buckles.
Retired senior writer Fred Brown may be reached at brownf08@gmail.com.
 

AIRBORNE,

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	From: T

Date: 5/29/2008 8:28:45 AM

To: ff5

Subject: Re: Last WWl Survivor Age 107 .......this is incredibly interesting!

 
	
	


Jim,
 
What a great story.  I'm originally from about 45 miles from Charles Town, W.Va.. Sorry I never had a chance to meet the guy!  When I saw he was at Los Banos I thought immediately of the 511th Parachute Infantry battalion that went in there under the command of Major John Ringer.  I wonder if he got a chance to meet him?  And it was at Los Banos that they 11th got their "nom de guerre" ANGELS FROM HELL.  And their were some nuns that saw these great liberators and made the mistake of saying, ''thank God, the Marines are here".  When one of the troops heard this, he immediately let them know by saying, "Hell no, we're not Marines, we're U.S. Paratroops".   
 
I wonder if there's anyone on the list that doesn't know who the most famous person of the 11th Airborne was?  He was a member of G-Company.  That probably wouldn't give you any clues, either.  His name was "Rod Serling".  Doe's the name sound familiar?  No, not in U.S. History, but how about in, "The Twilight Zone". 
 
Tim Roop
www.ww2dday.com  
 
See you in Normandy next week!
 
All The Way!  
 
In a message dated 5/29/2008 6:54:03 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time, ff505 writes:
	 

 

Subject: Last WWl Survivor Age 107 .......this is incredibly interesting!

 
THE GREAT WARRIOR: Last U.S. WWI veteran has seen, survived much


 
 

 

AIRBORNE,

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

------Original Message-------
 

From: Marco Cillessen

Date: 5/26/2008 4:43:38 PM

To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Memorial Day Margraten, The Netherlands

 

Jim,
Yesterday 10 members of the Groesbeek Airborne Friends attended Memorial Day at Margraten in beautiful weather and with thousands of people present. 
This year the honourable task of laying a wreath on behalf of the 82nd Airborne Division Association was given to Jeanne Melchers. She performed outstanding.
All the best 
Marco Cillessen

(see IMG_1872.jpg and 2008-05-25 Margraten (248).jpg)

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Joseph Schwan

Date: 6/1/2008 7:40:45 PM

To: Frank Thompson

Subject: FW: Plaque Pictures

 

  PHO <<100_4175.jpg>> TO <<100_4176.jpg>> S OF <<100_4178.jpg>> G

<<100_4179.JPG>>

G IFT TO VILLAGE OF VERBOMONT, BELGIUM, BY SON GEOFFREY

AND MYSELF,  JOE

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Sara Schwan

Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2008 4:29 PM

To: Geoffrey Schwan; Joseph Schwan

Subject: Plaque Pictures

 

Here are the pictures of the plaque that was sent to Belgium.

 

Enjoy!

 

 

Sara Schwan

Administrative Assistant

(see plaque-100_4179.jpg)

------Original Message-------
 

From: Doug Stebleton

Date: 6/2/2008 11:18:21 AM

Subject: Website for Feature Film "No Better Place To Die"

 

 
Hello  Everybody,
The website for the feature film “No Better Place To Die” is up and running. The link is:
www.nobetterplacetodie.com
We would appreciate it if you could spread the word and send this email out to everybody on your email list. Please send it you all of your friends, family, veterans, re enactor groups, military people,  and any body that you can think of. We will be adding new information to it as we get closer to filming in July.
Thanks for your help,
Doug Stebleton
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 6/17/2008 12:10:19 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fwd: E-mail verzenden: DSC01577.jpg

 

Jim,

 

Here is a great photo Fred Hoek sent me from the free fall jump at La Fiere.

 

Ellen

(see DSC01577.jpg)

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/18/2008 7:33:10 AM

To: 

Subject: 505 KIA D-Day

 

    Hey Jim,

 

I just found this story on the net.  I wonder if anyone knows what happened to this Sgt?  Can you check it out. The family never heard how he was killed:

 


Buried here are three of the five South Carolinians killed on the first day of battle after they parachuted into the night over Normandy with the 82nd Airborne Division.

John Lloyd Johnson Jr., of Florence, was a sergeant in the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment. His brother, W.W. Johnson, of West Columbia, visited his grave at Normandy for the first time on Memorial Day last year.

Had a great time in Normandie.  Saw lots of friends. 

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com  

 

All the way!  

-------Original Message-------
 

From: bbg

Date: 6/12/2008 11:52:46 AM

To: 

Subject: Ed Sayre's paper

 

Some years ago Ed Sayre gave me a copy of a paper that he wrote describing events after the 505th landed in Sicily.  I would like to get a copy of that paper to use as a guide for my upcoming trip to Sicily and participation in the 65th anniversary of Operation Husky.  Does anyone have a copy?

Bruce B. G. Clarke
Colonel, US Army (ret)

Author of Expendable Warriors: The Battle of Khe Sanh and the Vietnam War
See http://www.expendablewarriors.com/
FOR THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR IT, FREEDOM HAS A FLAVOR THE PROTECTED SHALL NEVER KNOW.
From the wall of a bunker at Khe Sanh

Don & Emile: You are both looking good enough for a 20 mile hike. Sounds like a fun trip.
Airborne,
Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 6/13/2008 5:23:21 PM

To: FAMILY and FRIENDS 505RCT

Subject: Belgian visit

 

An other very good friend, Don McKeage was in Belgium today visiting the Napoleon last battle site of Waterloo with me this Friday afternoon before to go to Holland. He was accompanied by his two grandsons and his grand daughter in law.
Emile Lacroix
 

(see DSC02828.JPG)

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix
Date: 6/12/2008 5:29:20 PM

To: FAMILY and FRIENDS 505RCT

Subject: Ste-Mere Eglise June 6, 2008

 

Two pictures of pur friends Bob Murphy and Bill O'Sullivan during the ceremonies of June 6 at Sainte-Mere-Eglise
Emile Lacroix
(see DSC02797.jpg)

From: hjyv.renaud
Date: 6/8/2008 4:25:44 AM

To: "Undisclosed-Recipient:

Subject: D-Day

 

This D-Day anniversary was a great one. Last repetition before the 65th.             Henri jean Renaud
 

(see hjr 6 06 08 027.jpg and hjr 6 06 08 056.jpg )

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/18/2008 11:26:14 AM

To: 

Subject: Fwd: TAPS COL JJ McFadden-80th AA BN-82nd ABN

 

Veterans,Friends and Family:
It is sad to pass along this note from Ray Fary that another WWII hero has died. 
Thanks to Ray, I had an opportunity to meet and talk with COL McFadden a few years ago. He impressed me as intelligent, serious, no-nonsense retired officer who expressed cncerns about the direction of our country in the world and the lack of Army Intelligence at the Pentagon. COL McFadden spent some years in AI during the Vietnam era, as I recall. His memory of many details of his WWII experiences had faded when I visited him. But I recall him saying how much he loved the 80th("a great little outfit" he termed it). He had a deep appreciation, though for the 505PIR ("now, that was a fighting outfit!") and Infantry divisions like the Big Red One who slugged it out, day in and day out through various campaigns with little time off to re-train and refresh itself.
It is fitting that JJ passed on D-Day.
On 6 June 1944, John McFadden was a staff sergeant in the 80th AA HQ and the only NCO or officer from A, B and HQ battery (about 180 men) to make his way to General Ridgway's command post outside of Ste. Mere Eglise.John was one of a handful of glider troopers who also earned Paratroop wings in Africa and was looking forward to jumping into Normandy. But he was told he would not be jumping as a valuable aide to LT.Col Singleton who helped map out sand tables and planning the 80th AA operation. It is said he was frantic at first, thinking he would be left out of the Invasion and behind with base personnel, but ultimately, it was decided that John would go to Normandy by glider in the first 82nd Serial(Detroit). The paratroops who had landed a few hours earlier were both elated and shocked to view the landings of the gliders, hoping the gliders would bring in men, supplies, ammo and those AT guns to help them, but seeing the gliders come down hard, in many cases hearing the screams of the wounded and injured. It must have seemed that the gliders might bring only scant help. It was John who organized the AT Command Post at 0405 hours that morning and his actions and initiatives for the first 48 hours upon landing in one of a few gliders that landed safely and where it belonged, earned him a Bronze Star Medal and a commision to 2nd Lt. 
Anyone who has read about the 82nd on D-Day and the 505 defense of Ste Mere Eglise from the North, South and West in Normandy, knows that the 5-6  little .57MM guns assigned to defend Neuville Au Plain, the Lafiere Bridge,SME and Chef du Pont KO'd 7 armored vehicles and a howitzer that saved many lives and bought important hours until the heavier arnmed beach forces hooked up.
With his battlefield promotion, 2nd Lt. McFadden was assigned to B Battery as a platoon leader of 4 AT guns. He landed in Holland on Sept 18 in the afternoon as Gen. Gavin watched with great anxiety, wishing that he could warn the men that the landing zones were still under fire and that the 505 and 508 infantrymen were fighting furiously to drive the Germans from the area. In his book, On to Berlin, Gen Gavin noted that B battery (misprint in book actually says "D")had a remarkable assembly, getting all 8 of its AT guns and seven of its Jeeps into action--very critical at the time with the Germans counterattacking  near the Reichwald, Groesbeek, Den Heuval, Wyler, Beek and Mook. 
On Sept 22, with B battery attached to the 508PIR, 2nd Lt. McFadden and two enlisted men were wounded seriously by Shrapnel at around 1600 hours. That was the end of combat for JJ McFadden, but not his Army career.
I hope to be able to make his Final Honors Ceremony at Arlington.
Bob Burns
VP FF505RCT



-----Original Message-----
From: Ray Fary <
To:  
Sent: Mon, 16 Jun 2008 10:35 pm
Subject: TAPS.

Bob.

     J J Mcfadden passed away on June 6. 2008.  You may have alresdy received 

this notice from Bill Fuller, if not here are items from his obit, age 89, John 

was a colonel wth United States Army with over 33 years of dedicated service.  

     He is servived by his wife of 62 years, Elizabeth, children Cornelius 

McFadden, Shawn McFadden, Rorie Mcfadden and Terrell Hodges, Six grandchildren 

and his sister Estella McFadden. 

     Internment and graveside services will be in Arlington National Cemetery on 

October 20, 2008, with full Milltary honors.

     His Militaty carrier began during WW11 with the 82nd Airborne Division and 

was awarded a Battle Field Commission for his performance in Normandy.  He was 

seriously wounded in Holland.  He retired from Military service in 1975.

Ray         

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/19/2008 1:21:09 AM

To: 

Subject: FW: Pic of 505th Command Group

 

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: -------------- 
From: < To: < 
Subject: Pic of 505th Command Group 
Date: Sun, 8 Jun 2008 05:29:06 +0000 

My grandfather was LTC Arhtur F. Gorham, first commander of the 1/505th. 

Did I see a complete pic on your site at one time of the entire command 
group of the 505th? I think this is where you got the pic you use on the 
site of my grandfather. If you have it, please point me to it. I can't 
find it! 

On a seperate but related item, the new HQ of the 1/505 was recently 
dedicated in my grandfather's honor. See here for details: 

http://www.blackanthem.com/News/U_S_Military_19/Photos-Battalion-honor-history-f 
allen-comrades-during-ceremony16718.shtml 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/19/2008 12:46:26 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: Question about 505th "medal"

 

Very interesting. 

Does anyone know the answer to Brian's question?

 

John Sparry

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: -------------- 
From: < 
To: < 
Subject: Question about 505th "medal" 
Date: Tue, 17 Jun 2008 01:49:11 +0000 

I noticed the Panther H-Minus 505 RCT patch in the center of your banner 
and the similarity to the design in one of the points of this medal 
http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg and I was wondering if anyone in your 
organzition could help me identify what exactly this medal is and what it 
represents. I greatly appreciate any help you could give me in 
identifying it. Thank you in advance for any information you might be 
able to provide. 

Brian Glimcher 

http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters
Date: 6/21/2008 11:31:02 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT
Subject: Fwd: Frank Woosley passed away

 

Jim,

 

I received the below from Otis and thought our members would like to know.

 

Ellen

Otis L Sampson < > wrote:

From: "Otis L Sampson" < >
To: "Ellen Peters" < >
Subject: Frank Woosley passed away
Date: Sat, 21 Jun 2008 12:09:10 -0700



Dear Ellen, I got a notice that lieutenant Frank Woosley passed away on April 3rd  2008    from his son who going through his computer found a letter I had sent him, he died a peaceful way I was told.  This Lieutenant, played a big part in the battles at  Normandy , our Captain Russell of E Company was down with malaria and Frank Woosley took over leading the charges we made, he did a good job and was recognized for it by Colonel Vandevoort , I saw his leadership and can vouch for him, he has kept contact with me since the end of the war. Blinded in one eye at La Hamm Normandy, France and sent to the states, he lost the sight of his other eye and was considered blind as he informed me, his son flew him down here to visit me awhile back , he was in good spirits. His son told me, he made one last flight before he went. I accompanied him in a Lear Jet Ambulance from San Diego to Dallas on the 30 March, He wore the Airborne cap I made for him when I had the screen print and embroidery shop that stated, “3 Combat Jumps” and had his medals pinned to it. Some years ago the Lieutenant  wrote me  saying, I listened to your stories of your travels  when in the war and I too bought a bicycle and set out, he told me of all the foreign countries he had been through, he had a bicycle, I, a Harley Davidson, and just the states, seeing he only made 3 Combat jumps I don’t know which one he missed, he will be missed at our gatherings. There are few left. We just lost another man , Edie Arndt , Don Lassen did get to his funeral in Oregon back a few weeks earlier, another close friend of mine. Otis L. Sampson

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/22/2008 2:13:21 PM

Subject: Re: MEDAL PHOTO

 

In a message dated 6/22/2008 9:32:37 A.M. Eastern Standard Time, writes:
DAN  CAN YOU SEND US ALL A PHOTO OF WHAT MEDAL YOUR TALKING ABOUT.   THE 505 WAS AWARDED THE FRENCH FOURAGERRE WE WEAR ON THE SHOULDER OF CLASS "A" UNIFORM.       BOB MURPHY

Bob Murphy 
Sure Bob -
 
This is the medal: http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg
 
I think now that it must have been a commemorative medal....maybe for a D-Day anniversary?
 
You can see on the medal what is pretty clearly the 505th crest, the 3 Fleur-de-Lis probably indicate the Free French Forces (2nd Armored under  MG Phillipe Leclerc)...and the Lion Rampant probably hoinors the Brits involved in the Normandy fighting. Toward the bottom of the medal is the "Lion (or leopard) Passant" over what could be a city hall...the lion passant is associated with French Normandie (or the calvados region)...but I haven't an idea what the city hall might be.....(it could possibly be the earlier Ste. Mere Eglise crest....that has been replaced by a newer one...with parachutes and the church) nor can I place the helmeted knight on the medal. I assume that the medal was worn with a ribbon....possibly a red, white and blue one? 
 
Here is the email that I was responding to:
 
	From: 

Date: 6/19/2008 12:46:26 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: Question about 505th "medal"

 

Very interesting. 

Does anyone know the answer to Brian's question?

 

John Sparry

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: -------------- 
From: < 
To: < 
Subject: Question about 505th "medal" 
Date: Tue, 17 Jun 2008 01:49:11 +0000 

I noticed the Panther H-Minus 505 RCT patch in the center of your banner 
and the similarity to the design in one of the points of this medal 
http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg and I was wondering if anyone in your 
organzition could help me identify what exactly this medal is and what it 
represents. I greatly appreciate any help you could give me in 
identifying it. Thank you in advance for any information you might be 
able to provide. 

Brian Glimcher 

Hope that you are doing well Bob.
 

Best wishes from South Carolina.....
 

Dan Roper


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy

Date: 6/22/2008 8:52:10 PM

To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: RE: Question about 505th "medal"

 

John and Jim,

 

The original 505 design did not have the H-Minus on it because that came

from the jump on D-day.  The original design had the black panther and

"Ready" on it.  I have seen a description, using correct heraldic terms, but

it is mixed in with other papers somewhere.  Perhaps John Arson (?) at the

82nd museum can send you a copy of this description.

 

Barbara

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [

Sent: Friday, June 20, 2008 10:40 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: FW: Question about 505th "medal"

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------

 

From: 

Date: 6/19/2008 12:46:26 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT <

Cc: 

Subject: FW: Question about 505th "medal"

 

Very interesting.

Does anyone know the answer to Brian's question?

 

John Sparry

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: Question about 505th "medal"

Date: Tue, 17 Jun 2008 01:49:11 +0000

 

I noticed the Panther H-Minus 505 RCT patch in the center of your banner

and the similarity to the design in one of the points of this medal

http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg and I was wondering if anyone in your

organzition could help me identify what exactly this medal is and what it

represents. I greatly appreciate any help you could give me in

identifying it. Thank you in advance for any information you might be

able to provide.

 

Brian Glimcher

Thank you all for looking into this.  I appreciate the time and effort you've spent on it, and I'm certainly interested in hearing any other information you have on it.  Someone else has brought this bracelet which has some similarities to the medal to my attention http://www.rubylane.com/ni/shops/treasureit/iteml/18220#pic1  Thanks again.
 
Brian




From: 
Date: Sun, 22 Jun 2008 14:13:15 -0400
Subject: Re: MEDAL PHOTO
To: 
CC: f



In a message dated 6/22/2008 9:32:37 A.M. Eastern Standard Time,  writes:
DAN  CAN YOU SEND US ALL A PHOTO OF WHAT MEDAL YOUR TALKING ABOUT.   THE 505 WAS AWARDED THE FRENCH FOURAGERRE WE WEAR ON THE SHOULDER OF CLASS "A" UNIFORM.       BOB MURPHY

Bob Murphy 
Sure Bob -
 
This is the medal: http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg
 
I think now that it must have been a commemorative medal....maybe for a D-Day anniversary?
 
You can see on the medal what is pretty clearly the 505th crest, the 3 Fleur-de-Lis probably indicate the Free French Forces (2nd Armored under  MG Phillipe Leclerc)...and the Lion Rampant probably hoinors the Brits involved in the Normandy fighting. Toward the bottom of the medal is the "Lion (or leopard) Passant" over what could be a city hall...the lion passant is associated with French Normandie (or the calvados region)...but I haven't an idea what the city hall might be.....(it could possibly be the earlier Ste. Mere Eglise crest....that has been replaced by a newer one...with parachutes and the church) nor can I place the helmeted knight on the medal. I assume that the medal was worn with a ribbon....possibly a red, white and blue one? 
 
Here is the email that I was responding to:
 
	From: 

Date: 6/19/2008 12:46:26 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: Question about 505th "medal"

 

Very interesting. 

Does anyone know the answer to Brian's question?

 

John Sparry

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: -------------- 
From: < 
To: < 
Subject: Question about 505th "medal" 
Date: Tue, 17 Jun 2008 01:49:11 +0000 

I noticed the Panther H-Minus 505 RCT patch in the center of your banner 
and the similarity to the design in one of the points of this medal 
http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg and I was wondering if anyone in your 
organzition could help me identify what exactly this medal is and what it 
represents. I greatly appreciate any help you could give me in 
identifying it. Thank you in advance for any information you might be 
able to provide. 

Brian Glimcher 


Hope that you are doing well Bob.
 

Best wishes from South Carolina.....
 

Dan Roper


-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/21/2008 10:38:47 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: FW: Question about 505th "medal"

 

In a message dated 6/20/2008 9:42:56 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, ff writes:

http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg 
My guess is that it is a commemorative medal honoring the 505th for their part in the invasion of Normandy. Again, and just absolutely guessing, it perhaps was issued by a society of the French...or maybe a local or regional government in France...in appreciation of the efforts of the 505th RCT to free that area from the Nazi occupiers.

 

Note that the 505th insignia with the parachute is the pretty much the same as the insignia of the F/F 505th RCT that is in use today....and it is on the top of the medallion...presumably the place of honor on this particular medal.

 

Also, the Fleur-de-lis is present...indicating the French...and the other crests, I am presuming are of the region (Normandy...upper and perhaps lower) and maybe the crest of Ste. Mere Eglise.  I can do more to look these up later today.

 

I will do some research on this...but I have to go to a meeting right now of the Ben Vandervoort Chapter of the 82nd AIrborne Association! I will, however, print out this picture and see if anyone in our chapter can really identify it. Vandervoort was the "F" Company commandeerr, the g-3 of the regiment...and finally the 2nd Bn Commander during WW2. 

 

More later....I enjoy mysteries...and the challenges they present! 

 

Best wishes to all...

 

Dan Roper

Hilton Head Island, SC

USA

-------Original Message-------
 

From: James WOODY

Date: 6/23/2008 1:39:51 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: re: Fw: Mystery Medal

 

HI TROOPS
I READ ALL THE E-MAIL .I LIVE IN FRANCE AND MY FATHER LANDED ON THE 6TH OF JUNE AT UTAH BEACH. THE MEDAL IS VERY SIMILAIR WITH THE FRENCH HUGUENOT CROSS.MY WIFE HAS EXACTLY THE SAME EXPECT THE COLOR.
FRIENDLY.
JAMES WOODY

> Message du 23/06/08 19:16
> De : "Family & Friends 505 RCT" 
> A : "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" 
> Copie à : 
> Objet : Fw: Mystery Medal
> 
> 

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/23/2008 11:19:08 AM

To: 

Subject: Mystery Medal

 




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image15.jpg]




 

I think there is some similarity between these two medals. On the left is the French Legion of Honor...and on the right, of course, is our "mystery medal".

 

Note that there are five prominent "points" coming from the center of each medal....and that the center of each medal is round. There are other similarities...

 

As Emile points out, the rampant lion on the mystery medal could possibly be Belgian...or British...my guess remains that it is probably symbolic of the Brits.

 

I don't think that I'll be able to carry this any farther....since I've already offered more than I know!

 

It would be interesting to know what the old crest of Ste. Mere Eglise looked like...and also what the helmeted knight on the mystery medal might represent.

 

My "ending guess" is that the mystery medal is some kind of commemorative medal for one of the D-Day anniversary celebrations that took place in or near Ste. Mere Eglise in the past...maybe 1954 or 1959....but possibly later. It should be possible to track this down.....but probably best done by someone living there. The design is quite beautiful and the sentiments expressed on the medal itself are moving to me. The medal is not only a tribute to those who fought and sacrificed so much back in 1944...but also, when you stop to think about it, how much effort must go into each anniversary celebration...and preparation for the many people who come to be there for each memorial event. 

 

I have made three "pilgrimages" to that historic area....and I'm hoping to make a number more in the future...and each time I and my party have been very well received. It is greatly appreciated.

 

All for now. Blessings to each of you.

 

Dan Roper

South Carolina, USA


-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/24/2008 4:22:33 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Mystery Medal

 

The cross is exactly the same as "The Blue Max" as well:  
 
	[image: image16.png]




	A BREF HISTORY OF THE POUR LE MERITE ( THE BLUE MAX). 
In the small German state of Brandenburg, the Ordre de la Generosite ( Order of Generosity, French was the official language of the Prussian court at the time) was established by Friedrich Wilhem I, the electotal prince, on May 12, 1667. 
On June 6,1740, The Ordre de la Generosite was renamed the Pour Le Merite ( For Merit) by Friedrich II, who was also known as Friedrich the Great. The new order was to serve as a reward to loyal subjects for meritorious service in the pending war over the territories of Silesia. 
It is with the Great War (World War I) that the Pour Le Merite gained it`s fame. The creation of aerial combat brought forth a new breed of warrior that seemed glamorous and daring.Their exploits were watched by thousands of soldiers down below in the trenches. In order for a pilot to be considered for the Pour Le Merite, he would have to obtain a certain amount of aerial victories. 
The first pilot to receive the award had to have 8 aerial victories. On January 12,1916 Max Immelmann was the first to receive the Pour Le Merite. After that it became unofficialy known as THE BLUE MAX. By January 1917 the requirements had been raised to sixteen victories. The ony pilot to receive his award under these conditions was Manfred Freiherr Von Richthofen ( The Red Baron). 
ABOUT THE OAKLEAVES: 
The oakleaves were orginally established for the Red Eagle Order as an addition level to the Order. The same was true of the Pour Le Merite on March 10,1813. This special higher level was to be awared for extraordinary achievements. No one in the air service received Oakleaves even though Manfred Von Richthofen was considered for the award. It was to General Ludendorff`s surprise that he did not receive the award. 
 
You can find this in the net by doing a search: Blue Max
 
Tim Roop
www.ww2dday.com 
 
All The Way!   


 
In a message dated 6/23/2008 9:57:11 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time,.net writes:
	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/23/2008 5:07:36 PM

To: f

Subject: Mystery Medal

 

In a message dated 6/23/2008 3:01:52 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, 

writes:

THE MEDAL IS VERY SIMILAIR WITH THE FRENCH HUGUENOT CROSS.MY WIFE HAS EXACTLY THE SAME EXPECT THE COLOR.
Here is the Huguenot Cross (as shown in Wikipedia)

 


By the way...there are a fairly large number of Huguenot descendants living in South Crolina!

Marshall Ney is rumopred to have escaped to South Carolina following the Battle of Waterloo  ..but who knows if this is true or not. Still, the legend of the "schoolteacher with the red hair" (who was thought by some to be Marshall Ney) persists. We also have a Coligny Circle here on Hilton Head Island....named in honor of Admiral Coligny!

A toute a l'heure!
Dan Roper


John, 
This is all the info I have on Joeseph Kordas.
Jim
 

16407   H-Co.     Kordas Joseph J     ASN 33084889       CIB   S                  KIA-H                   14 20             ROH
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: j

Date: 06/24/08 15:52:08

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: information about Kordas

 

Does anyone have information regarding Joseph J Kordas?

 

Thank you,

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <fbocc

To: <jsparry

Subject: information about Kordas

Date: Fri, 20 Jun 2008 21:14:45 +0000

 

> Hi sir,

> I found the binoculars of Joseph j Kordas who died in Holland 1944, i'll

> be glad to get any information about him and to give back the bino to his

> family.

> Best regards,

> Fred

From: Ellen Peters
Date: 6/27/2008 8:19:00 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member, Christina Murphy.  Christina is the daughter of our President, Bob Murphy.

 

Ellen Peters

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: anne-marie lemort

Date: 6/29/2008 5:26:04 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Réf. : Fw: New Member

 

Welcome to our big family Christina, your father is a very great man.

 

Anne-Marie Lemort 

 

-------Message original-------
 

De : Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date : 28/06/2008 5:27:07

A : Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sujet : Fw: New Member

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 6/27/2008 8:19:00 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member, Christina Murphy.  Christina is the daughter of our President, Bob Murphy.

 

Ellen Peters

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: maurice.renaud

Date: 6/24/2008 11:12:03 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject:: Mystery Medal

 

I have never seen this Mystery medal and dont know where it comes from or what is the purpose of it

For your information the new crest of Sainte Mere Eglise was done just after the war with the parachutes on it at the request of my father Alexandre Renaud the D Day mayor.

It was drawn by my brother Paul Renaud who was about 16 or 17 at that time

Airborne     Maurice Renaud




> Message du 23/06/08 à 19h16
> De : "Family & Friends 505 RCT" 
> A : "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" 
> Copie à : 
> Objet : Fw: Mystery Medal
> 
> 

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 6/23/2008 11:19:08 AM

To: 

Subject: Mystery Medal

 




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://users.rcn.com/igig2/medal.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image19.jpg]




 
I think there is some similarity between these two medals. On the left is the French Legion of Honor...and on the right, of course, is our "mystery medal".
 
Note that there are five prominent "points" coming from the center of each medal....and that the center of each medal is round. There are other similarities...
 
As Emile points out, the rampant lion on the mystery medal could possibly be Belgian...or British...my guess remains that it is probably symbolic of the Brits.
 
I don't think that I'll be able to carry this any farther....since I've already offered more than I know!
 
It would be interesting to know what the old crest of Ste. Mere Eglise looked like...and also what the helmeted knight on the mystery medal might represent.
 
My "ending guess" is that the mystery medal is some kind of commemorative medal for one of the D-Day anniversary celebrations that took place in or near Ste. Mere Eglise in the past...maybe 1954 or 1959....but possibly later. It should be possible to track this down.....but probably best done by someone living there. The design is quite beautiful and the sentiments expressed on the medal itself are moving to me. The medal is not only a tribute to those who fought and sacrificed so much back in 1944...but also, when you stop to think about it, how much effort must go into each anniversary celebration...and preparation for the many people who come to be there for each memorial event. 
 
I have made three "pilgrimages" to that historic area....and I'm hoping to make a number more in the future...and each time I and my party have been very well received. It is greatly appreciated.
 
All for now. Blessings to each of you.
 
Dan Roper
South Carolina, USA
 

	


Maurice Renaud
e-mail : maurice.renaud

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Chateau, Philippe (HBO)

Date: 6/30/2008 4:12:09 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: RE: re: Fw: Mystery Medal

 

Hi all,
 
I have to throw my 2 cents in.  You know being from Normandy and all.  
The actual “Rampant Lion” is found on the Flag of Normandy.
See Link below.  Perhaps this will help demystify this mystery medal…
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Normandy
Regards,
Philippe
 
 


From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2008 3:59 PM
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership
Subject: Fw: re: Fw: Mystery Medal
 

	 
 
-------Original Message-------
 
From: James WOODY
Date: 6/23/2008 1:39:51 PM
To: Family & Friends 505 RCT
Subject: re: Fw: Mystery Medal
 
HI TROOPS
I READ ALL THE E-MAIL .I LIVE IN FRANCE AND MY FATHER LANDED ON THE 6TH OF JUNE AT UTAH BEACH. THE MEDAL IS VERY SIMILAIR WITH THE FRENCH HUGUENOT CROSS.MY WIFE HAS EXACTLY THE SAME EXPECT THE COLOR.
FRIENDLY.
JAMES WOODY


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 6/30/2008 5:46:02 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Réf. : Fw: New Member

 

Hello Christina,
Welcome to Family & Friends great fraternity. Your father and I had spend many time together of the European 82nd battlefields and worked together on several great projects including his excellent books. His friendship and disponibility is so much appreciated by all people who met him.
Emile Lacroix
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sent: Sunday, June 29, 2008 3:31 PM

Subject: Réf. : Fw: New Member

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: anne-marie lemort

Date: 6/29/2008 5:26:04 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Réf. : Fw: New Member

 

Welcome to our big family Christina, your father is a very great man.

 

Anne-Marie Lemort 

 

-------Message original-------
 

De : Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date : 28/06/2008 5:27:07

A : Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sujet : Fw: New Member

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 6/27/2008 8:19:00 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member, Christina Murphy.  Christina is the daughter of our President, Bob Murphy.

 

Ellen Peters


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 6/30/2008 10:16:23 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member, Paul Butler.  Paul is the step-son of Captain J. Sam Holbrook, MD. M.C.

 

Ellen Peters - Secretary/Treasurer 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 6/30/2008 6:37:30 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: 2008 Trip to England, Belgium, and Normandy

 

This year’s trip was all about site-seeing and I certainly did a lot of that.  On May 31, I flew to Newark, New Jersey where I met 508th veteran, Jimmy Wynne.  We flew to Birmingham, England where our British friends, Graham Lawson and Tony Grella picked us up.  My luggage was lost by the airlines and I was not too happy about that.  Graham took us around Nottingham and showed us the sites.  We went to Nottingham Castle where the statue of Robin Hood is and we went for a pint of “mild and bitters” at the Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem Inn which has been there since 1189.   It was originally a rest stop for guys on their way to the crusades and it was there that I learned the word “trip” originally meant “rest stop”.  

 

The next day we went to Wollaton Park where we were given a very extensive tour of Wollaton Hall.  This was one of the first Elizabethan houses in England being built in 1588.  It was very interesting and the building has been completely restored.  In the kitchens, I learned where the term “square meal” originated – the plates were square!! My bags arrived today and they were delivered to Graham’s house.  I immediately changed into clean clothes.

 

On June 3, we drove to Ram’s gate where we caught the ferry to Ostend, Belgium and we drove to the Ardennes and arrived pretty late.  The next day we drove to Luxembourg to see the American cemetery there.  A beautiful cemetery, this is where General George S. Patton is buried.  Then we went to Bastogne and had lunch in McAuliffe square, named for General Anthony McAuliffe famous for his “Nuts” retort upon receiving the German demand to surrender.  We visited the truly spectacular memorial there shaped like a star with the names of all the states around the top and the names of all the units who fought in the Battle of the Bulge on the columns.  We climbed all the way to the top of the memorial and the view up there was beautiful.  We also toured the museum where I bought a 505 hat.  

 

We visited the Henri-Chapelle cemetery and Graham had arranged for us to have a tour with the superintendent.  It was very interesting.  He told us that the last burials were in 2003 when the bodies of three soldiers from the 9th Infantry Division were discovered.  He told us that over 2,000 people turned out for the funeral service for these men.  There are also three brothers from the same family buried there.  

 

While in the Ardennes, we went to the Malmedy Massacre memorial where after four visits to this site, I leaned that the rose garden there is made up of Tyler Roses from Tyler, Texas, my home state.  We saw the Tiger Tank at La Gleize and the 82nd Monument at Werbomont.  In Trois Ponts, we were looking for the 505th monument.  I asked a man, in French, for directions and we were close to it, so he took us to the location.  I told the man that Jimmy was an 82nd Airborne Veteran and the man took Jimmy’s hand and said, “Thank you for me and my family.  Thank you for my country.”  It was a very moving thing for me to see.  I translated the man’s words into English for Jimmy.   Trois Ponts is a pretty large city and I wanted to find the location where the 505’s E Co. made their valiant stand and held off Joachim Piper’s 1st SS Panzer Division in one of their attempted breakthroughs.  We finally found the location.   Those guys were outnumbered 20 to 1 in that fight, but in the end, Piper realized he was not going to break through the American lines here!  We visited Their du Mont Ridge where the 3rd Battalion of the 508th lost 196 men on January 7, 1945 retaking land they had held prior to the Christmas Eve withdrawal.  We saw where the 551st made their famous bayonet attack and where Jim Megellas of the 504th fought.

 

The morning of June 6, we got up and drove to Ste. Mere Eglise.  We arrived late in the afternoon.  I checked in to the Hotel 6 Juin, unpacked, and headed for the square. I was looking for our Panther editor, Don McKeage.  I didn’t see him anywhere.  I saw Bob Murphy down there with our Dutch friends, Frits and Frenk.  I also saw Ray Ferry and Jerry Payne.  I even ran into someone I know from Dallas, Chuck Hodge and his wife, Lisa.   While I was talking to them a young man tapped me on the shoulder and said, “Don McKeage would like to see you.”    He took me to Don and we had a nice visit.  Don had quite a trip planned and I look forward to hearing all about it.

 

June 7 was the day of the parachute jump at La Fiere.  It was quite a spectacle this year with more jumpers than ever before.  I saw Anne Morvan there with her parents and her 29th Infantry Division friend, Travis.  I met Travis last year.  A very interesting man from Texas.  While I was standing there taking pictures of everyone under the tent, a man who served with the 1st Infantry Division walked up, looked in the tent, and said, “It’s all paratroopers in here!”  I told him there was a 29th guy in there and he said, “Those guys were our neighbors down on Omaha Beach.”  I introduced him to Travis and they had a nice visit.   While down there, Bob Murphy introduced me to his friend, Count Lafayette, a direct descendant of General Lafayette who was such a great help to us in the American Revolution and one of my heroes.  What a treat to meet him.  While at the jump, Henri-Jean Renaud invited me to his house the next afternoon for the children’s party with Bob.

 

After the jump was the ceremony at Iron Mike and later that night the banquet in Ste. Mere Eglise.   I rode over to it with Howard Manoin and his driver, Bob Ramirez of Marseilles.  .  It was a really nice affair.   After the banquet, I went down to the square.  It seemed as though everyone was there and I had fun visiting with them.  It seemed to me there were twice as many people this year as there was last year.  Late in the evening there was a spectacular fire works display.  I think it was the best one they have had, since I have been going over anyway.  It was great!!  I didn’t get back to the hotel until after 1:00AM.

 

The morning of the 8th, I spent visiting some friends, the LeCambaye’s, who live in Ste. Mere Eglise.  I ran into Frits and Frenk and they were kind enough to take me over to Lucien Halsey’s to deliver some Belgian chocolates to his wife.  Then we went over to the Manoir at La Fiere where we watched as Bob was filmed being interviewed by Dale Dye, the director of the movie based on his book.   After that, we went to Henri-Jean Renaud’s house for Bob’s “kid’s party”.  Bob is really in his element with those children.  There about 12 of them.  Henri-Jean got them all lined up and they marched in front of Bob waving the Airborne flags.  Bob gave gifts to all the kids and they gave gifts to him.  They all (including Bob) put on clown’s noses and Bob played soccer with them.  He is truly a grandfather to all the children of the world.  Those kids just love him and he loves them right back!  

 

Bob left with Fritz and Frenk to go to Paris and I went to the Airborne Museum.  On the way, I stopped at the Le Normandie for something to eat.  There were some guys there from the 10 Special Forces group.  They had jumped the day before.  They asked me to join them which I did.  They had all seen combat in the current war on terror.  As we were talking, one of the guys said he had tears in his eyes when he jumped, thinking about the men who had jumped on D-Day.  It was a nice lunch and I enjoyed talking with these fine young men.  

 

After lunch, I continued on to the museum.  I had not been in a couple of years and they have really added a lot of things including a tribute to those who lost their lives on September 11 – they had an American flag with the names of all the victims on it.  A very moving tribute.  I enjoyed my visit very much.

 

On June 9, Dave Pike, showed us around.  He took us to Hill 110, which was one of the original drop zones.  After the area was taken around June 12, General Gavin did a reconnaissance of the area and said the men would have been wiped out had they landed there it was so well defended by the Germans.  Dave showed us the new DeGlopper memorial and the memorial unveiled last year at Timmes Orchard.  Then he took us to the “Secret Passage” that SLA Marshall wrote about in “Night Drop”.  A young girl showed it to the paratroopers and it allowed them to get through the marsh and across the Merderet River.  We saw the house where Chris Heisler of the 507th was taken by the Germans.  He was stripped naked and marched through the town.   We saw many sites and had a lovely dinner at the Hotel de Normandie in Chef du Pont.

 

On June 10, I went with my British friends to the British sector.  We drove to Sword Beach and drove all the way up the coastal road to Omaha Beach.  We went to the Abbye d’Ardennes where several Canadian soldiers were executed by the Germans and then we visited the British Cemetery at Ranville and had a cup of coffee at the Pegasus Bridge Café. We visited Le Grand Bunker at Ouistreham and went to Juno Beach and on to Gold Beach where we had lunch at Arromanches.  Then we drove to Omaha Beach and went to WN 60 which was the site of the first German gun battery taken by the 1st Infantry Division on D-Day.  We also went to WN 62 where an unexploded shell is still lodged in the wall of one of the bunkers.  

 

On July 11, my French friend, Bobby Feuillye came and got me and we went to his home in Fresville for breakfast.  During the war, his aunt lived there and the house was occupied by the Germans.  He showed me the house his family lived in at the time.  He told me that on D-Day morning his parents were taking a cart load of milk to a local market to sell.  They were stopped by the Germans and made to stay where they were.  A neighbor came over and took Bobby to her house.  When he returned in the afternoon, his house was full of American paratroopers! 

 

Bobby showed me a plaque to the 505’s I Co, there in Fresville and then took me to Gourbesville where there is a monument to the 82nd Airborne and 90 Infantry Divisions.  He showed me a plaque for Gordon Smith of the 507th, where General Gavin and General Ridgeway had their command posts and where Father Maternowski of the 508th was murdered by a German officer after trying to surrender wounded troopers to him.  The German then sent a tank to the café where the wounded soldiers were being treated and had it blown away killing everyone in the café.   Bobby also showed me where Col Shanley had his CP on Hill 30, the ditch where they put their wounded, and the pathway the men came down off Hill 30 to go to a farm to get water.    He also showed me the location where my friend, Pam Murray’s father, Lt. Roy Murray, was killed after volunteering to try and take plasma to Hill 30 for the wounded.  He never made it. 

 

Bobby dropped me off in the square at Ste. Mere Eglise where I met Dave Pike, Graham, Jimmy and Tony.  We went to visit one of Dave’s friends who owns a farm with Gites and B&B’s at a place called Les Droueries near Angoville au Plain.  The 501st fought here on D-Day and the buildings are scarred from machine gun fire.  In one of the dormers is a big hole used by a German sniper.  Lt. George Schmidt of E Co., 501st exposed himself to the sniper’s fire and lost his life on D-Day.  He was awarded the DSC posthumously for his actions there that day.  

 

That night we had a lovely bar-be-cue at the Pike home.  It was real Texas style with lots of good food!  After dinner, we went to Ellwood von Siebold’s house in Ste. Mere Eglise and he showed us his private collection of WWII memorabilia and it was amazing.  It is truly a collection that could rival most museums.  

 

The morning of June 12, we drove to the American Cemetery at Colleville where Jimmy Wynne visited the grave of his Captain who was killed on D-Day when a bullet hit a phosphorus grenade he was carrying.  Captain Ruddy was very well thought of by all his men.  He was one of the officers who came up through the ranks of enlisted men prior to WWII.  

 

That afternoon, we drove to La Havre where we took a ferry to Portsmouth, England.  On the way to the port, we passed the HMS Victory, Lord Nelson’s ship.  We arrived in Nottingham late that night.

 

The next day, Graham took me to see Winston Churchill’s grave and also to Blenheim Palace, home of Lord Marlborough and birthplace of Churchill.  That place is unbelievable.  I can’t believe people lived like that.  The family was away, so for a few pounds more, I was able to tour the private family quarters.  It was very interesting to see how “the other half” live!  

 

That night we had a lovely dinner at Tony Grella’s parents’ home.  Tony’s wife and six children were there as well as his sister and her husband.  What a lovely family they have.  His mother gave me two books on English history where my other interest lies.

 

On June 14, Graham took us to the American cemetery at Cambridge, where I visited the grave of Bob Murphy’s friend, Leslie Fries. The cemetery there is lovely and I enjoyed the visit.  Next, we visited the Imperial War Museum at Duxford.  This is the British version of an Air Force Museum.  They had every kind of air craft imaginable there.  Graham and I rode in a Spit Fire simulator and I took a ride in a Moth, a bi-plane used as a passenger plane in the 1930’s.  That was a lot of fun.  It only holds 8 people.  I wonder what they charged for airfare back then!

 

After a wonderful trip, we flew home to the states on June 15.  My trip photos can be seen at www.eeptx.phanfare.com.  Now I am looking forward to the 505 Reunion in Dayton, OH!

 

Airborne All The Way!

Ellen Peters, Secretary/Treasurer F&F of the 505th RCT

Happy Birthday Bob from all of your friends and comrades.
 

AIRBORNE,

[image: image20]
 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 7/7/2008 12:00:51 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Happy Birthday, Bob

 

Please join me in wishing 505 RCT President, Bob Murphy a very happy birthday today.

 

Ellen

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 7/7/2008 1:11:40 PM

 

Subject: 2008 REUNION PLANS

 

505RCT Veterans & Family:
We are looking forward to a great 2008 Reunion in the Middle America city of Dayton, Ohio from Sept 4 to Sept 7.
The site was selected when our Colorado plans fell through and we were able to make a great deal with The Hope Hotel & Conference Center at the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. This venue handles thousands of Military Reunions as does the US Air Force Museum which is near the AFB. It seems like a proper place for the 505RCT to visit as the Army Air Corp was so instrumental in the 82nd's four combat jumps and two Glider assaults into Normandy and Holland. Our veterans and families will get a close-up of the WWII aircraft that delivered our gallant soldiers and bombed and strafed the hell out of the enemy. 

So everyone can plan better, here is a rough, Guide-On Itinerary, on what to excpect at the Convention:

THUR Sept 4-- 1400 hours- Check-in/Registration with Hospitality services available through 2300 hours. Dinner on own.
1600 Hours- Board of Directors Meeting. 505RCT  ASSN
1700 Hours- Board of Directors Meeting. Family & Friends of the 505

FRI- Sept 5-- 0900 hours- Depart by Bus for Tour of Air Force Museum
1200 Hours- Depart for 12:30 MEMORIAL Luncheon at the OFFICERS CLUB at Wright-Patterson
1500 Hours- 505RCT Membership Meeting-Hospitality Suite
1600 Hours- Family & Friends Membership Meeting--Hospitality Suite
1630 Hours- VETERANS PANEL DISCUSSION-Hospitality Suite-505RCT veterans take Q&A about their time in WWII Service
1900 Hours- Dinner on Own. Hosp Suite Open to 2300 Hours
SAT-Sept 6
0900-2300 Hours-Hosp Open
1900 Hours- BANQUET DINNER- Ballroom- Hope Hotel.
SEPT 7- Return Home

As you can see, the Lunch, Banquet Dinner and Roundtrip Bus Trip to the USAF Museum makes the $85.00 registration fee a bargain when you add in the free-flowing refreshments and booze sandwiched in between the meetings, great discussions and sharing that goes on every year-in and year-out at the Reunion.

It seems every year, however,some lucky listener gets a private story told to him or her by a veteran who never told it before. This year, we hope to get those Vets on a Stage for Everyone to Hear and Record for Posterity. Veterans of all the units will have a chance to talk about "What They Did in the War" and what they recall about Each Other in the campaigns from Sicily, to Italy,to Normandy, Holland, Belgium and Germany.

You Can't Buy That at Any Price!! 

So Be in Dayton!!

Bob Burns, VP, F&F505RCT AASN

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 7/7/2008 11:56:58 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New members

 

Please join me in welcoming new members Col. Keith Nightingale and Christine Kellam Nardone.  Col. Nightingale is a good friend of Bob Murphy's and a former 82nd Airborne officer.  Christine is the grandaughter of Major Fred Kellam who lost his life on D-Day at the La Fiere bridge.

 

Ellen Peters - Secretary/Treasurer

 

